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Education is a fundamental element for the development 
of a nation and the best investment in its youth.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

The Professional Teaching Certificate (P.T.C.) is an 18 credit program designed for 
teachers and teaching assistants who are interested in acquiring practical expertise in 
the knowledge and skills of highly effective teachers. Upon completion of the program, 
candidates will have achieved the professional competencies associated and aligned 
with the Interstate Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (InTASC) and 
the UAE Teacher and Educational Leadership Standards (TELS UAE). 
Professional competencies refer to qualities that effective teachers need to 
acquire, develop and master. Specifically, they relate to building human relationships, 
working with diverse learners and using instructional technology effectively. They 
include: 
• Knowledge (factual accuracy, conceptual understanding, etc.); 
• Skills (speaking, writing, reading, listening, etc.); 
• Pedagogy or performance (rapport with students, instructional strategies, 

managing transitions, use of technology, personal confidence, etc.); and, 
• Dispositions (attendance, respect, responsibility, initiative, judgment, attire in 

clinical settings, honesty, collaboration skills, emotional coping strategies, reflection 
and self-awareness, etc.).

THE P.T.C. PROGRAM

Teaching is a noble, intellectually challenging profession that requires 
maturity, dedication, and a personal commitment to lifelong learning.  As a 
profession of the mind and heart, we need to attract and retain the
best and brightest among us because children, all children, deserve no 
less. The work we do is important  and all-consuming. It focuses on best

practices, critical self-reflection, collaboration, and continuous improvement. In keeping 
with the 2021 Vision of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
and the UAE’s teacher licensing requirements,  AUD now offers a Professional Teaching 
Certificate (P.T.C.), which aims to build, strengthen and certify the instructional 
practices of teachers and teaching assistants. Thus,  AUD is pleased to extend its 
commitment to fostering and accelerating excellence in education, particularly in the 
area of teacher quality in Dubai and throughout the UAE.

What will you learn?
The PTC curriculum is composed of 18 credits (five courses), specifically:
EDCO 600  Learning and Human Development    3
EDCO 620  Technological Applications in the Classroom  3
EDCO 604  Principles of Learning and Classroom Management  3 
EDCO 602  Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment   3
EDEL 630 Elementary Teaching Practicum    
Or EDSE 630 Secondary Teaching Practicum    6
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• An earned undergraduate degree from an institution accredited by the  Ministry 
of Education – Higher Education Affairs in the U.A.E. or by the relevant national 
or regional institutional accrediting body in the case of international applicants.

• A 3.00 GPA (on a 4.00 scale) or better in undergraduate study. For 
students with post undergraduate credits earned at more than one 
institution, a separate GPA is calculated for each institution. 

• TOEFL® score of 550 (CBT 213, 79-80 IBT) or International IELTSTM score of 
6.5 or an equivalent score in a test approved by the U.A.E. (MOE-HEA).

• The applicant’s history, including length of teaching experience, skills, and 
evidence of content knowledge (for applicants seeking admission at the 
secondary level) will be assessed at the time of admission to determine admission 
eligibility and whether certain courses could be waived. If waived, the student 
will be required to take the alternative course as indicated by the Dean. 

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

The Practicum
Acknowledging that education is an applied field of study, a practicum in an educational 
setting is essential. Both the M.Ed. degree and the P.T.C. program require a 6-credit 
practicum experience. This involves a weekly seminar class during which students 
create individual teacher portfolios. In addition, University Supervisors conduct 
multiple classroom observations according to the Danielson Model of Teacher 
Evaluation and hold meaningful conversations with P.T.C. candidates about their 
teaching practices and personal development.

Students who complete the program will be able to:
• Become an effective part of a collaborative educational team;  
• Understand the political, social and cultural contexts of education;
• Create a positive learning environment;
• Design and implement an effective classroom management plan;
• Use assessment data to improve instruction and learning;
• Access and integrate current and appropriate technologies as instructional tools;
• Utilize research to inform curriculum design and instructional practice.

How does the P.T.C. differ from the M.Ed.?
The Professional Teaching Certificate requires 18-credits (5 courses), while the Master 
of Education is a 36-credit degree program and a higher qualification. The P.T.C. 
focuses on the practical and professionally-oriented courses that are informed by 
research. Beyond the practical coursework, the Master of Education degree requires 
coursework in educational research and a capstone thesis project.



The Mission of the School of Education at AUD, through the Master of Education 
(M.Ed.) program is to provide the region with educators who are current in 

pedagogy, instructional technologies, and content knowledge and committed to 
ongoing professional learning for the benefit of all whom they serve. 

The mission of the Office of 
Admissions is to admit to AUD’s 
degree programs students who 
possess appropriate credentials 
and the demonstrated capacity and 
potential to successfully complete 
the educational programs provided 
by the university and meaningfully 
participate in the total educational 
experience offered by AUD. 

ADMISSIONS AT AUD

For specific admissions requirements, 
please check the AUD Undergraduate 
and Graduate Catalogs on our website 
or contact the Admissions Office.

AUD ADMISSIONS OFFICE
P. O. Box 28282, Dubai, UAE
T. +971 4 399 9000
admissions@aud.edu
www.aud.edu

AUD is officially licensed by the U.A.E. Ministry of Education – Higher Education Affairs 
(MOE-HEA) The Ministry has accredited the university’s undergraduate and graduate 
programs, in addition to Certificate programs in Middle Eastern Studies and Professional 
Teaching.  The university is also accredited in the USA by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees.
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The Admissions Office consists 
of a professional team that 
assists prospective students gain 
accessibility to opportunities in 
higher education. The Admissions 
team is held to a high level of 
integrity and is charged with 
providing quality service and 
accurate information to all students.


